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The Chat
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An afternoon with Max Cryer, one of New Zealand’s best-known 
entertainers and a world-class compere and MC, is guaranteed to 
enthral residents and guests alike.
He will speak At Chatsford,  on Sunday, 
October 6 at 2pm, in the Summerfield 
Hall.
A university graduate with a Master’s 
degree in Language and Literature, former 
Chairman of the Oxford Union debates, 
and a judge of the Montana Book Award, 
Max is a frequent and popular speaker on 
the subject of language.
With many books under his belt he has 
twice topped the New Zealand non-fiction 
bestseller list as a No. 1 selling author.
His well-known titles include: Curious 
Questions, More Curious Questions, 
Curious Thoughts, Curious Kiwi Words, 
New Zealand Day by Day, The God zone 
Dictionary, and Hear Our Voices We 
Entreat (the only history of NZ’s national 
anthem).
Listeners to nationwide radio have taken 
advantage of the opportunity to sharpen 
up their language skills with him since 
1997. He currently hosts a programme on 
Saturday evenings on Radio Live.
Max Crier’s illustrious musical career began as a soloist at Sadler’s Wells Opera 
in London. He also performed as a cabaret and television performer in 15 tours 
throughout America.
Max coordinated the production of Kiri Te Kanawa’s best selling record of Maori 
songs.
In his more recent work, Max appears frequently as announcer and host for 
major musical events; as narrator with orchestras; and as Master of Ceremonies 
for visiting notables including Prince Charles; Charlton Heston and Countess 
Mountbatten and at corporate functions and conferences throughout New 
Zealand.
His indelible mark was evident in the New Zealand exhibitions at the 1988 
Brisbane World Expo and 1992 Seville World Expo where he directed and 
organised a total of two thousand performances.  
With over 200 television appearances in NZ, Max has hosted twelve different 
television series; including NZ’s first ever live talk-variety TV show “Town Cryer”. 
He also produced the very popular series of “Mastermind” and “University 
Challenge” for Television New Zealand.
To register your interest in coming to Chatsford to meet with Max, please 
phone 489-7776. Refreshments will be served at the conclusion.

entertainerA true

Chatsford proudly announces the 
next Celebrity Speaker, Max Cryer.
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chatter
Greetings from sunny 
Mosgiel! 

As I write this the calendar 
is telling me we’re still in 

the tail end of winter, but 
strolling around our grounds 

in balmy temperatures over the 
past couple of weeks, you could easily be forgiven 
for thinking summer was already here.

With these warmer temperatures our gardens are 
already showing hints of the magnificent colour we 
get to enjoy around this time of year.  Our annual 
“open garden day” is coming soon, and I am sure our 
grounds will be spectacular – a perfect opportunity 
for you to take a relaxed stroll through our 27 acres 
of landscaped tranquillity.  Keep an eye on the ODT 
for details of the open day.  

Sometimes it takes a comment from someone on the 
‘outside’ to remind us what we really have to offer at 
Chatsford.

Recently we had a visit from a professional advisor 
(now based in Christchurch) who has worked 
with Chatsford since the early 1990’s and has an 

involvement with numerous retirement villages 
around the country.  He said that when he’s talking to 
people about retirement villages, he uses Chatsford as 
the benchmark for what a great lifestyle community 
should be like.  “It really is one of the best in the 
country,” he said.

It is a real credit to the founders that, more than two 
decades ago, they saw the potential for a quality 
lifestyle community in this region.  They turned  their  
vision into  reality,  and Chatsford is today one of the 
best lifestyle choices you can make in your retirement.  

Read on and enjoy the many great items in this 
edition of the Chat.

Until next time…

Kind regards 
Malcolm Hendry 
Chatsford CEO

Chief’s

Each edition of Chatsford Chat can now be easily accessed on-line. 
For readers who would prefer this option to a hard copy edition 
please indicate your preference by forwarding your email contact 
details to info@chatsford.co.nz.

Chatsford Chat Online

Water

Jolly boating weather
And a hay harvest breeze
Swing swing together
With your body between your knees
(Eaton boating song)

This winter’s generous June rain transformed the 
familiar bowling green into a perfect place for a little 
punt. Thankfully Chatsford’s Maintenance Team saw the 
funny side and created a talking point for passers-by. 
In its soaked splendour, the much-loved bowling green 
could easily be mistaken for the ideal place to stretch 
out those oars and while away the hours!

feature
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When cruise ships berth at Port Chalmers, 
David Wood donates many of his weekends 
volunteering on the trains that travel up the 
Taieri Gorge to Pukerangi. 
He is an executive member of the Otago Excursion 
Train Trust, and is on a team of volunteers who  
man the carriages. Their aim is to provide overseas 
passengers with an experience of genuine New 
Zealand hospitality as they relax in immaculately 
restored former New Zealand Railways carriages.

The Taieri Gorge Railway travels along the banks 
of the Taieri River through numerous hand hewn 
tunnels, climbing along the Taieri Gorge to the 
Strath Taieri crossing a dozen viaducts including the 
Southern Hemisphere’s largest wrought iron structure – the Wingatui Viaduct.

The journey includes a delicious finger food lunch complemented by a showcase of New Zealand wines.

“It’s such an interesting trip,” says David Wood.

“I never get sick of it.”

Part of David’s role is to answer any of the many and varied questions newcomers pose. His role is varied 
depending on the number of passengers in the carriage, and their expectations of the trip ahead.

Drawing from his extensive general knowledge, David fields questions as diverse as’ ‘will we see any bears, 
what is the average house price in Dunedin, or will we see any snow today?”

“I am happy to be an ambassador for New Zealand and to share our good points with the hundreds of visitors 
that come to our shores,” he says.

“It’s a real pleasure to see passengers gently swaying as the train travels along having a snooze after their 
lunch, or appreciating our beautiful countryside.” 

trackStill on

88 Glenbrook Drive, Mosgiel, Otago  |  Freephone 0800 222 455  |  Email info@chatsford.co.nz  |  www.chatsford.co.nz   3

Just a 

Chatsford isn’t shy of introducing new technology to keep abreast of the best safety 
methods that are available.

Staff are always mindful of the need to be prompt in their response to any emergency, 
and  two new automated external defibrillators have been  installed at Chatsford.  Now, 
both residents and staff have the reassurance that if they need help, a quick response is 
only minutes away.
AED (Automated External Defibrillators) have a built in computer with the capacity to 
quickly assess whether a person’s heart rhythm is within the normal range and to judge 
whether defibrillation is needed. They are able to administer an electric shock to the 
heart if required to help maintain a consistent heart beat until medical assistance can 
be provided.
The new defibrillators are in easy access for both staff and residents with one in the 
main community centre and one at the entrance to the hall.
Simple instructions which are both in audible and visual prompts provide simple and 
clear directions to help users navigate through the process.

heartbeat away

Above: David Wood enjoys a well deserved break.



4   88 Glenbrook Drive, Mosgiel, Otago  |  Freephone 0800 222 455  |  Email info@chatsford.co.nz  |  www.chatsford.co.nz

mr smithsonWashington DC and my thanks to 

A clean, friendly, very reasonably-priced home-away-from-home for bed, breakfast and supper!

A ten-minute bus service within 50m of the B&B. Wide, well sign posted streets, no graffiti or litter. Ceremonial 
spaces, a vast green centre, impressive memorial and imposing neoclassical architecture. Spotless public 
transport, no begging, orderly crowds, English language and no rain! An open cityscape (no building allowed 
to be higher than 555ft) crammed with my interests and a free concert early every evening in a magnificent setting.

This was the Washington DC I was privileged to revel in for 22 days.

Like my late father, I have always been interested in the United States - its 
history, technology and especially its impact on the 20th Century. The film “If 
it’s Tuesday, this must be Belgium” convinced me that you can’t see it all, so 
why not see a significant part comprehensively?

A fortune in gold sovereign arrived in the US in 1838 as the result of 
Englishman James Smithson’s bequest to found the Smithsonian Institution 
for the “increase and diffusion” of knowledge. The Smithsonian Institution 
is the now the world’s largest museum and research complex.

Of the eighteen museums and galleries, twelve were within easy walking 
distance of my 16th Street bus and terminus, and housed exhibits and 
displays on American art, culture and history; African-American history 
and culture, natural history; the Native Peoples of North, Central and South 
America; air and space (two sites), portraiture, postal history, and African 
art. All have free admission and I was able to see a breathtaking range 
of items from Jacqueline Kennedy’s inaugural gown, Edison’s laboratory, 
and the Hope Diamond to Enola Gay, The Boeing B-29 Superfortress that 
dropped the atom bomb on Hiroshima.

Above: Smithsonian 
Guide 2006.

Far right: Photocard - 
Apollo Lunar Module.

Right: Photocard - 
Wright Bros Airplane.

Background: Drawing 
of first Smithsonian 

Museum  (1855).

From the Smithsonian Institution I moved on to at least another dozen seminal 
venues including the Capitol Building, the White House visitor centre, the Library 
of Congress (which receives 20,000 new items daily) the international Spy 
Museum, George Washington’s estate, the National Archives (surprised to find 
an original of the 1215 Magna Carta), the John F Kennedy Centre for Performing 
Arts (2,000 performances each year), the US Botanical Gardens and the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Washington DC represents a national ideology, the iconography of America. 
I feel privileged to have gained some appreciation of its many facets.

Huia Ockwell
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big things growFrom little things 

Whenever we see nature playing one of her 
tricks it gives time to pause and wonder just 
how did that happen.

Dottie Brieseman had one of those moments while 
removing some weeds between the pavement bricks 
outside her home.

She noticed that a little tomato plant had begun to grow 
in what appeared to be an arid and inhospitable place. 
She decided to leave it be, give it some water and watch 
and see what would happen.

Slowly but surely the little plant took hold and began to 
flourish. At first she thought of supporting it from the 

handle of the doorway of her conservatory but then 
thought better of it.

Her next novel idea was to support it with a music 
stand that was sitting idle.

With just a little encouragement and a little water 
a couple of times a day the determined plant took 

hold.

“We call it the St Kilda Brass tomato plant,” laughs Dottie.

“It really has become a talking point within Chatsford,” 
she says.

Now seven little tomatoes are taking pride of place and 
by defying the early frosts they may yet have their day in the sun as fully ripened fruit.

“It’s still looking as fresh as anything and enjoys its spot under the eaves basking in the morning sun.”

It’s truly an example of the simple delight that gardeners can enjoy. 

cornerResale

If you require information on properties available, 
please phone Dawn Brieseman on 489-7776

The shortest day is now well behind us, and it is nice to think we’re on the homeward straight 
as far as winter is concerned!

While there may still be a chilly sting in winter’s tail, a warm welcome always awaits you at Chatsford.  

Bustling with life, the thriving Chatsford community offers a diverse and interesting range of activities and events.

Equally diverse is the range of housing options – from state of the art contemporary homes to charmingly 
established townhouses and perfectly appointed apartments.  

Spring is such a beautiful time here at Chatsford with new life and colour as the gardens 
wake up after winter and we welcome the opportunity for you to experience just how 
much our wonderful community has to offer.  

Please phone (03) 489-7776 if you would like to come and view our gardens, have 
a guided tour of Chatsford and see first hand why Chatsford truly is…The Lifestyle 
Choice. 
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Chatsford Online Presence Relaunched
Today, the quest to make the right decision about where to spend your retirement years 

is made simpler through access to the internet.
Today, the quest to make the right decision about where to spend your retirement years is made 
simpler through access to the internet.

When it came time to refresh the Chatsford  website, the goal was to give a simple pictorial overview accompanied 
by informative text, knowing that the real decision is always made by actually visiting the community

“I can’t tell you the number of times people have arrived here to view the village and have instantaneously made 
their decision that this is the right place for them,” says Marketing Manager, Dawn Brieseman.

The new website features a video which gives interested parties the opportunity to get a realistic overview of 
Chatsford  and the numerous services and property styles on offer.

“Retired people and their families are very discerning in their requirements, and we are proud to present our 
village to the marketplace,” she says.

 “Although every picture tells the story of a thousand words, it’s not until you set foot in a place that you know if 
it is right for you.” 

Chatsford – The Lifestyle Choice embraces many lifestyle options; from state-of-the-art cutting edge modern homes 
to charmingly established townhouses and 
perfectly appointed apartments.

The enduring vision for the village is to 
provide comfortable, well designed and 
energy efficient homes that accommodate 
a broad variety of budgets and lifestyle 
choices. 

Each home at Chatsford is built to capitalise 
on natural light and warmth as well as being 
well insulated and heated. 

The new Chatsford  website gives newcomers 
views of the floor plans of existing homes, to 
give an accurate picture of the townhouses, 
apartments and studios on-site. The variety 
and thoughtful design of the homes is an 
attractive draw card for many.

Chatsford’s gardens have been lovingly 
tendered now for 21 years. They prolifically 
reflect the love and care that has been 
invested in this community. Attractive paths 
and walkways make even an afternoon stroll 
an enduring delight. The obvious pride residents’ take in maintaining their own gardens are evident everywhere 
you look.

The well-resourced town of Mosgiel is located within walking distance and there are both bus and weekly shuttle 
options available to residents. For those seeking more cultural and sporting stimulation Dunedin City is located 
within an easy 15 minute drive away.

With over 300 people calling Chatsford home, there is plenty of choice of ‘on tap’ things to do, and people to do 
things with.

Life at Chatsford can be as busy as residents choose. A well-supported residents’ committee creates an inspired 
schedule of activities and outings. Planned a month in advance, the activities calendar fills quickly.
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Chatsford Online Presence Relaunched
Today, the quest to make the right decision about where to spend your retirement years 

is made simpler through access to the internet.
For those who prefer a more active lifestyle, regular aqua fitness classes are held in the 20-metre indoor heated 
swimming pool. For more serious exercisers the gym with its own treadmill, exercycles, rowing machine and 
weights is enhanced by the welcome relief of a soothing soak in the spa pool or sauna.

Residents and their families are regularly seen taking advantage of the 9 hole mini-golf course. The children’s 
play area, the full-size tennis court, croquet lawn, petanque rink also provide the perfect venues for friendly get-
togethers.

The newly refurbished 
community centre and library 
at the hub of the village, also 
provides a well-appointed 
venue for indoor activities, guest 
speakers, and community and 
family celebrations.

Visit www.chatsford.co.nz to 
see first hand why Chatsford 
truly is – The Lifestyle Choice!

This page: A selection of stills from the latest Chatsford 
promotional video, showcasing the lifestyle enjoyed by 
residents. Please visit www.chatsford.co.nz to see the 
full presentation.
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Live from the

In true collaborative spirit, Chatsford residents gave 
their time, energy and stories to the makers of a video 
featured on Chatsford’s newly launched website.

To celebrate their involvement, a Walk the Red Carpet Evening 
was held recently to celebrate the promotional video’s success in 
a premier viewing event.

The guests enjoyed a celebratory high tea, and were then escorted 
down the red carpet to their seat for the viewing. 

It was a lovely evening, thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

“We were so fortunate to be able have folk in the video who 
were our people, not models,” says Dawn Brieseman, Chatsford’s   
marketing manager.

“Viewers can sense 
the authenticity 
immediately, and 
we all had a great 
deal of fun in the 
process,” she says. 

red carpet

Back Row: John Heller, Nathan Martin, Shona Strett, Megan Martin, David Wood, Aileen Labes, John Direen, 
Margaret Barber, Simon Direen, Blake Barber and Sue Cloynes.

Front Row: Pam Markes, Brenda Cordelle, Des Cordelle, Jenny Heller, Jan Wood, Sally Direen and Loma Read.

Below: Nathan Martin, Simon Direen and 
John Direen enjoy the evening.

Below: Loma Read and Megan Martin join 
in the celebrations.

Above: Blake Barber, Margaret Barber 
and Jenny Heller.
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Garden

A Boxed Delight
A strikingly sculpted boxed hedge has pride of place in Huia and Ngaire 
Ockwell’s peaceful garden.

“We purposely chose this site before the house was built, recognising its 
potential to become the sanctuary we envisaged”. 

Cuttings were taken from the 145-year-old hedge at the manse of the 
North Taieri Presbyterian Church struck in numerous small pots. A bird 
table stands inside the horse-shoe section of the box hedge. Ngaire 
designed the hedge and the couple planted it together, borrowing 
Chatsford’s trailer to cart the pebbles. The couple’s appreciation of ‘all 
things English’ influenced the establishment of the garden feature. 

During winter, “resident birds” in the area include 4 bellbirds, 2 tuis 
and “a cloud of wax-eyes”, which descend to enjoy and squabble over 
the sugared water and bananas. Viewed from the dining room window, 
only 3 metres away, it is special entertainment for the couple. 

Rhododendrons, camellias, and ericas for ground cover are a feature 
in other parts of their garden. A very mature lancewood marks Huia’s 
60th birthday and three tall lance woods planted together represent 
their three children.

A more recent addition is a raised vegetable bed. Fortified by well 
rotted Wingatui stable manure, it produces good crops of carrots, 
lettuce, courgettes and dwarf beans.
Traditional English
The restful entrance leading to Melva Baird’s home reflects her love of traditional English gardens.  A flourishing 
and prolific ivy provides a verdant green wall counterbalanced by cream variegated ivy in a pot on the other side 

of the entrance.  Topiary boxus hedges in terracotta pots provide the 
symmetry to the entrance that attractively sets off the lovely stained 
glass front door.  
Hellebore winter roses, multi coloured hydrangea, hostas and a well-
established pale pink camellia complete the picture.  
In her 19 years at Chatsford, Melva has continued to potter around in 
her garden.  Her conservatory features a little fish pond overlooked by 
luxurious bromeliads and ferns and a statue of a little girl.  

Potted Brilliance
An abundance of colour greets newcomers to John and Shirley 
Thornbury’s garden sanctuary.
A large beautifully restored mangle takes pride of place in the centre of 
the garden and remains a real talking point for visitors. Shirley’s aunt 
also had one in her garden and when she saw it at an auction she just 
knew she had to have it.
“Considering its size, we have figured that it may have come from a 
hotel,” Shirley says, “I just love it.”
Over the years the couple have also picked up some attractive crocks 
that they display inside a trellised area. A fragrant honeysuckle and a 
favourite yellow rose grow up the trellis, accompanied by colourful 
cineraria in planter boxes and the ever faithful colour of polyanthus.
Vibrant blue pots within the garden perfectly complement the blaze of 
colour of the tulips, jasmine, roses, rhododendron and camellias. 
A favourite spot for a regular visitor, a resident cat, is the patio pond 
that hosts between 30-40 goldfish who manage to cleverly outwit the 
ever hopeful watcher.

sanctuaries
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chatter dutch
Our culture loves to see people fail.

Think about all the headlines that revel in 
the latest pop star, politician, sportsman or 
minister of religion caught doing something 
un-savoury.  Found out.  The problem is 

it stinks of double standards.  
Those people are loved 

for being famous, 
but shamed when 
the fall of their 
pedestal, and 
crash.

It’s human to fall 
short.  The true test 

Is how you pick up 
the pieces.  Look at King 

David in the Bible.  Following his success 
in defeating the Giant Goliath, the people 
elevated David to a super-duper celebrity 
status, only to see him later knocked of his 
perch.  He was discovered having a secret 
affair with a married woman.  To David’s 
credit, he didn’t just brush the pieces under 
the carpet, he faced his mess honestly, head 
on.  His confession to God is summed up in 
his prayer:-  “Search me O’ Lord, and know 
my heart, test me and know my hidden 
thoughts.  Reveal to me all those things that 
offend you, and lead me along the path that 
leads me to everlasting life.”

If we want to be a role model to others, we 
also ought to pray those words.  We must 
be brave enough to allow God to show us 
our mess.  It’s never nice feeling vulnerable, 
but be brave, God isn’t interested in making 
you feel bad.  He just wants to clean you up 
and get you on the right track.  So ask him 
to point out anything that’s out of line.  He 
will, and it will be to your benefit as you 
re-adjust your life to come into line with his 
standards.

Lawrie Rankin 
Chatsford Chaplain

Chaplain’s Celebrating all things

The recent investiture of Holland’s King Willem 
Alexander and Queen Maxima provided an ideal 
incentive for Dutch residents in Chatsford  to 
enjoy a social get together recently.

Once the idea was mooted it quickly gathered momentum 
and attracted the interest of more than 20 people. They 
met in the community centre on the afternoon of May 6th 
for an enjoyable afternoon tea and even an impromptu 
sing-along.

“There are many people with either Dutch heritage or who 
have married into Dutch families that live in Chatsford ,” 
says Afra Laas.

The afternoon tea included delicious Dutch baking treats, 
tea and coffee.

 “In the spirit of the moment we sang De Zilver Floot - a 
popular Dutch song celebrating the Dutch victory over the 
Spanish.” 

“We just saw this occasion as an opportunity to get 
together, enjoy our common bonds and celebrate.” 

No immediate plans are in place for another gathering at 
this stage but it wouldn’t take much encouragement for 
another excuse to enjoy each other’s company.   

Left: The invite 
posted to celebrate 
the investiture of the 
royals.

Right: Afra Laas 
readying for the 
afternoon tea.
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Dutch recipes to enjoy
Cut out and keep

✁

SPECuLAAS

Dutch spiced biscuits. Refrigerating the 
mixture makes it easier to handle.

Roll out the dough on a lightly floured 
board. Dip the cutters into extra flour 
before using them and lift the shapes 
carefully, without distorting them using a 
fish slice onto a tray.

 3 cups flour
2 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. cinnamon
½ teaspoon each of ground cloves, 
coriander, nutmeg and cardamom.
 225 grams of butter
1  1/4 cup brown sugar
¼ cup milk

Method:
Sift flour, baking powder, salt and spices 
into a large bowl.
Rub the softened butter through the dry 
ingredients then add sugar and milk. Mix 
with your hands until it forms a ball, then 
transfer into a plastic bag and refrigerate.
Roll out and cut into shapes with cutters
Bake at 180 degrees C for 15 minutes, or 
until lightly browned. Cool on a rack then 
store in an airtight container.
OR
Shape the dough into a cylinder or into a 
long rectangle. Chill, and then cut in thin 
slices from it. Prick these in a few places 
and bake as for the cut out biscuits.
The full flavour does not develop until a 
few hours after baking.

DEVEnTEr KoEK

3 cups flour
3 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup brown sugar
1 tablespoon white sugar
1 cup golden syrup
1 cup milk
1 teaspoon nutmeg
2 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon ginger
1 teaspoon ground cloves
100g slivered almonds

Method:
Sift together flour, baking powder and 
spices. Stir in sugars and almonds. Blend 
milk and golden syrup together and add to 
dry ingredients beating until smooth. Divide 
mixture into two greased loaf tins and bake 
at 160 degrees C for one hour.

 

Above: A selection of delicious dutch treats.
Above Right: Florence Nyhoff and Afra Laas.
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V I I X H G W F T E E Q H L O H

B C N A Q U A E B J L G P G A J

B C E M Z C T X L M C K S A Q Y

answers

RSFQAMJWKHDCBZAG

IADOPLSATFPPDOVA

CNOAJEESBYDXUDOY

HCTUDSRHHITRZQGS

QTUDDRUIHFOLHEAP

XUVHRETNRNMIHBTE

JAOWONAGEOAFJYOC

MREAFEETDITEOYSU

RITRSDFOCSOSRIUL

HEEETRRNARSTCUOA

VSOYAAEYRURYVEKA

DPNRHGTCPCNLZMDS

UFLCCXATEXPETKGE

VIIXHGWFTEEQHLOH

BCNAQUAEBJLGPGAJ

BCEMZCTXLMCKSAQY
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8 5 9
1 4
2 4 8 5

2 1 3
9 3

4 7 1
8 4 6 2
9 3

9 4 5
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4 8 5 7 3 9 6 1 2
3 7 2 1 5 6 9 8 4
6 1 9 2 4 8 3 7 5
2 6 1 3 7 5 8 4 9
7 9 4 8 2 1 5 3 6
5 3 8 6 9 4 7 2 1
8 5 3 4 6 2 1 9 7
9 4 7 5 1 3 2 6 8
1 2 6 9 8 7 4 5 3
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485739612
372156984
619248375
261375849
794821536
538694721
853462197
947513268
126987453
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