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The Lifestyle Choice  Summer Edition 2012

His satirical wit delighted his audience, and his wife Jill was also a welcome guest for the occasion.

His recollections included amusing tales from his early days, travels and adventures. With a cartoon career 
spanning more than 20 years, Garrick is a regular and often provocative contributor to the ODT.

As a painter, he is considered one of New Zealand’s leading water colourists, and he is a past winner of 
the Smith & Smith Art Awards.  

Garrick also plays the piano and is a keen golfer as evidenced in his two books 
Nursery Rhymes Your Mother Never Told You and The Trouble with Golf.  Both 
works unleash his pithy wit and reveal his delightful mastery with a paintbrush.

Cartoonists are renowned for making us laugh our way to sanity. 
Chatsford’s Guest Celebrity speaker this year, Garrick Tremain, 
is no exception.  His down-to-earth presence was very well 
received by 170 guests gathered at Chatsford’s Summerfield Hall.

jester
Provocative

Garrick and Jill Tremain were welcome guests at this year’s Celebrity Speaker 
function held at the Summerfield Hall.

CEO News
Chief’s Chatter

Chatsford’s Anniversary
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Events at Chatsford 
Residents enjoy themselves

On the Buses 
52 years of service 

Men in Black 
Seeing the All Blacks

To take an online tour of our wide range of activities, amenities 
and housing options available, visit www.chatsford.co.nz

inside!More Tremain
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chatter
Seasons Greetings 
and welcome to our 
Christmas edition of 
the Chatsford Chat.   

It has been a very eventful 
past few months for Chatsford, 

with a special birthday, a high-profile 
guest speaker, the re-opening of our improved 
swimming pool and the completion of our Salisbury 
Place expansion. 

21st Birthday

On 14 September more than 150 residents, 
management and directors celebrated Chatsford’s 
21st birthday with a sumptuous luncheon held in 
our Events Centre.  Our Residents Committee did a 
superb job of organising a ‘Barbeque Bill Banquet’ 
and, such was the interest from residents wanting 
to be part of the celebration, the committee had to 
arrange a marquee extension to the Events Centre to 
cope with the overflow.  Around the tables there was 
plenty of reminiscing on the early ‘pioneering’ days – 
when the first few houses and community buildings 
started to spring up out of what was previously just 
a few paddocks.

Guest Speaker Series

Each year Chatsford invites an inspirational Kiwi to 
speak to residents and friends of Chatsford as part of 
our ‘Guest Speaker Series.’  This year’s special guest 
was cartoonist and painter Garrick Tremain.  Garrick 
kept everyone entertained, amused, and informed as 
he related stories from his extremely interesting and 
adventurous life – both here in New Zealand and in 
many exotic locations overseas. 

Swimming Pool

The upgrade to our swimming pool has proved to be 
a challenging project.  There are many aspects to the 
safe and efficient operation of a large, heated indoor 
pool.  When undertaking an upgrade of this scale, 
there are many ‘issues’ that can arise as you tackle 
each area.  We certainly had our share of issues…  But 
we worked through each one and the end result is 
that almost every area of the pool has been improved 
– and we have more showers and several brand new 
changing rooms to cope with the peak use periods 
when 20 or more attend our aqua fitness classes.

Behind the scenes we have installed a huge new heat 
pump to provide more efficient pool heating and we 
have also improved the operation of the pool’s air 
handling system.

Salisbury Completed

In 2008 (just as the global financial crisis was 
unfolding) we embarked on the redevelopment 
of the old Arthur Burns School site into 31 luxury 
townhouses and apartments.  Despite the sorry state 
of the international and local economy, the new 
homes were occupied on a steady basis over the next 
two years.  Over the past two years the project has 
continued to gather momentum and, in October, the 
final apartment was occupied, marking another major 
milestone in Chatsford’s first 21 years.  

So…  a busy but extremely rewarding few months.  
And with the next stage of the refurbishment of our 
community centre starting in early November, we 
have not finished yet.  This part of the project should 
be completed by the time you read this – just in time 
for a relaxing Christmas break!  

With very best wishes for a safe and happy festive 
season...

Kind regards

Malcolm Hendry - Chatsford CEO

Chief’s

Each edition of Chatsford Chat can now be easily 
accessed on-line. For readers who would prefer this 
option to a hard copy edition please indicate your 
preference by forwarding your email contact details to 
info@chatsford.co.nz.

Chatsford Chat Online
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Gaynor Clements is not someone who makes quick 
decisions but as soon as she saw her new Salisbury 
Apartment she knew that this is a place she can happily 
call home.
She took the opportunity to view the nearly completed Salisbury 
apartment with her daughter and within one day she made the 
decision to move.

Her decision is a historic one for the Chatsford community.  Gaynor’s 
is the last of the newly built Salisbury apartments to be sold. 

After living in her home in Musselborough rise for 30 years she felt 
it was time for a smaller garden and a more energy efficient home. 

Gaynor was already familiar with the history and development 
of Chatsford through her work as a journalist with the ODT. She 
is editor of the advertising features department and intends to 
continue working for a few more years yet. She has been working 
in the newspaper industry for more than 30 years.

“Although I resisted the prospect of moving, I knew that when I 
retire I wanted a home that had a smaller section and garden to 
maintain,” she says.

 “When I put my house on the market it sold within two days. It was 
quite a shock initially,” she says.

“The Chatsford management were very helpful and pulled all the stops out to have my apartment ready for 
me in time.”

Her single story two bedroomed apartment has a pleasant aspect with views across a school ground through 
dappled leaves of silver birch trees to the North Taieri hills in the distance.

She finds her new home very warm, peaceful and enjoyable.  She appreciates the beauty that surrounds her 
and is looking forward to meeting her new neighbours.

In the time she spends at home Gaynor plans to settle her moggie Jack into his new home, create a new 
garden for herself and take full advantage of the local walks.

sweet homeHome
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Upcoming event

Chatsford’s “spud in a bucket” competition is in full flight.
Between October through to the 21st of December, residents have 
taken up the challenge to grow the largest harvest of spuds in a 
bucket. Success will be measured on the total weight of spuds 
grown, however with residents growing their crops both out in the 
elements, and in a glasshouse, there doesn’t seem to be one stand 
out formula for success. Chatsford resident Les Lake does believe 
however that adding a little tomato fertiliser to the crop is sure to 
give him the winning edge.

Stay tuned in the next edition of the Chatsford Chat for the results of 
this competition!

spud in a bucket
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comes of ageChatsford 

Twenty one years of Chatsford developing into the vibrant and flourishing community that it 
is today is a significant milestone that was treated with a true sense of celebration.

To celebrate the occasion Chatsford Residents were treated 
to a midday Barbecue Bill spit roast with all the trimmings 
including a delicious decadent chocolate cake.  

Above: Edgar Bagley and Shirley Carbishley 
share a lighter moment.

Left: Margaret and 
John Barr enjoyed the 
celebrations along 
with Pat Ritchie.

Below: Doreen 
Christie and 
Doug Christenson.

Right: Both 
from Balclutha, 
Blair Thomson 

and Loma Read 
make time for a 

catch up.

Below: Peggy Rowe and Lydia McAllister 
were among the residents who enjoyed the 
festivities.
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busesOn the

The 50 Taieri School kids that get on a bus driven 
by Blake Barber are in the hands of a seasoned 
professional.  For more than 52 years he has been 
involved in the passenger transport industry.

Born and bred in Sunnyvale he has also lived in Concord, 
Fairfield and now Mosgiel. He and his wife Margaret moved 
into one of the Salisbury apartments eight weeks ago and are 
enjoying their new life and surroundings.

Blake began his working life studying engineering but 
quickly discovered that he preferred working outdoors than 
being office bound. He began working for New Zealand 
Road Services in 1961 on suburban routes. After a few years 
he was promoted to long haul runs which took him from 
Dunedin to Christchurch, Invercargill and Central Otago.

He also experienced tour driving, and all the attendant 
duties such as arranging accommodation, settling guests in, carrying their baggage and arranging meals. This 
work took him away from home for long stints. He also drove members of the Otago Rugby Union to their 
games throughout the South Island.

Blake drove big hauls for 24 years until he was promoted to the role of supervisor. He was responsible for 
a large fleet of drivers with a fleet of omnibuses and coaches to look after. His responsibilities included 
designing graphs to direct his staff on where and when they were to drive.  

He fondly recalls spending many happy family holidays in Central, camping with his wife and his two daughters, 
tramping and swimming in places such as Albertown, Lauder and Clyde.

Above: East Taieri school  and Taieri College 
pupils are greeted by the familiar friendly 

face of Blake Barber on their daily school bus 
commute. Blake has been in the passenger 

transport industry for 52 years.

cornerResale

If you require information on properties available, 
please phone Dawn Brieseman on 489-7776

As 2012 comes to a close Chatsford staff 
and residents alike can look back on a year 
filled with many significant and enjoyable 
milestones.

From the outset in 1991 the vision for Chatsford  
was to create an innovative lifestyle community that 
continued to evolve to meet the changing needs of its 
residents.

21 years later this vision has reaped its rewards 
with the creation of a vibrant and well established 
community.  For residents it is a place they are 
truly proud to call home. During significant family 
occasions and holidays it is a heart-warming sight to 
see  all the facilities of the complex come to light 
with the children’s playground and swimming pool 
echoing with the happy sounds of children at play.

The generous sunshine hours and fertile Mosgiel soil 
has been lovingly tendered by Chatsford gardeners 
and residents to create beautiful gardens and grounds 
that we are all very proud of – in fact I believe they 
rival any Botanical Gardens.   

The peaceful rural outlook of the complex and its 
close proximity to a diverse choice of recreational 
and service amenities is a boon for residents. With 
four golf courses on your doorstep and a busy local 
shopping precinct with a good selection of health 
professionals and business services within easy access 
– the necessities of life are easily accommodated.

The completion of the Salisbury apartments this 
year has brought to fruition the dream of combining 
state-of-the-art architecture with economical and eco-
friendly living for people in their retirement years.

A frequent comment among residents is that living 
at Chatsford feels like being on a permanent holiday. 
The worries of property maintenance are no longer a 
priority for them, and it’s time to reap the rewards of 
a life well lived. 

As we prepare for  the festive 
season, I wish you and your 
families a very safe and 
happy Christmas.  
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Chatsford Celebrity Speaker: Garrick Tremain
It takes a special sort of person to encapsulate the political gymnastics that occur in the daily lives of politicians.

To create cartoons that ‘hit the nail on the head’ and make you laugh at the same time is an art 
that Garrick Tremain has mastered. His views are sometimes controversial but guaranteed to 
never be boring.

He is not afraid to draw from his own life experience and opinions and after more than 20 years in publication he 
strikes a chord with this editors and readers alike. He is the country’s most widely published editorial cartoonist.

Tremain lives in New Zealand’s Wakatipu basin, where he shares life with his wife Jill and their two cats, Marco 
Stan Polo, and Oliver R. Buckle.  He succumbed to the intrigue of golf many years ago and perseveres with its 
challenges despite what he calls reason and advice.  His book The trouble with Golf enlivens the on -going debate 
about golf and the strong emotions it engenders in some people. 

Nursery Rhymes Your Mother Never Told You focuses on Garrick Tremain’s childhood recollections of the fairy 
stories he remembers hearing as a child.   His recollections of the nursery rhymes of the Tooth Fairy and Santa 
Claus made him realise that he had swallowed fantasy as fact. This left him 
with a conviction that you can believe no one.

In this book he fulfils his desire to write nursery rhymes for grownups. 
He gives himself the freedom to write as many truisms as he likes and is 
convinced that his mother would never have read  fairy tales like these to 
him.

Garrick has been a professional painter since 1972. His landscape paintings 
are successfully exhibited in galleries throughout Australia, New Zealand 
and the United States and his works are held by collectors in many parts 
of the world.

Above: Blair Thomson, Margaret Richardson 
and Val Milligan were among the 170 guests who 
enjoyed the afternoon.

Right: John and 
Jenny Heller 
were among 
the guests to 

enjoy Garrick 
Tremain’s tales 

of his life.

Left: Chatsford residents 
Roy and Noelene Ferris 
and Margaret Peattie 
thoroughly enjoying a 
welcome cup of tea.
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Chatsford Celebrity Speaker: Garrick Tremain
It takes a special sort of person to encapsulate the political gymnastics that occur in the daily lives of politicians.

Left: Chatsford 
Residents Ron Duffy 
and Bill Graham 
catch up for a chat 
together.

Left: Rob Cameron, 
shared the event with 
his daughter-in -law 
Louise and son Mark 
Cameron.

Left: Blake Barber 
and guests Pam 
Garrett and Evan 
Lewis enjoy a snack.
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chatter  men in black
A writer for “The Washington Post” 
conducted an experiment to test 
people’s perception.

He asked a famous violinist to perform 

incognito at a railway 

station in the nation’s 

capital one 

January morning. 

Thousands of 

people walked 

by as he played, 

but only a few 

stopped to listen. 

After 45 minutes, just 

$32 had been dropped into 

the virtuoso’s open violin case. Two days 

earlier, this man – Joshua Bell – had used 

the same $3.5 million Stradivarius for a 

sold-out concert, where people paid $100 

a seat to hear him perform.

The idea of a person not being recognised 

for his greatness isn’t new. It happened to 

Jesus. The Bible says that, while he was on 

earth, people did not appreciate him. We 

know they crucified him. Why did people, 

who had been expecting the Messiah, give 

Jesus such a cold reception? One reason 

is that they were surprised. Just as people 

today don’t expect famous musicians 

to play in railway stations, the people in 

Jesus’ day didn’t expect their long awaited 

Messiah to be born in a stable. The also 

expected Him to be a political King – not 

the head of a spiritual kingdom.

The people in the first century were 

blinded to God’s purpose in sending Jesus 

to this world that first Christmas. But God 

was never so great as at that moment when 

he became so small as to be born as a baby 

at Bethlehem. He came to save people 

from their sins. He still offers us today his 

surprising free gift of Salvation, but we 

must receive it. It is yours for the taking.

Lawrie Rankin - Chatsford Chaplain

Chaplain’s A night with the

It’s never too late to go ahead and do the things 
that you have always wanted to do.
For Gwen Treacy, one of her wishes was to attend the first 
game the All Blacks played at the Forsyth Barr Stadium. 
She began her evening with her daughter Cheryl joining 
the queues of people who took shuttles from the Octagon 
to the stadium. 

After the thoroughly enjoyable game they waited outside 
for a shuttle. They soon realised that it was going to be 
quite a mission to get a seat amidst the crowds of people 
waiting.

Cheryl, the opportunist, noticed a police car approaching 
and took the initiative. She mentioned to the policeman 
that her mother, who was nearly 90, was among the 
people waiting for a ride. He asked where they wanted 
to go. W hen she responded the Octagon he gallantly 
offered to give them a ride, much to Gwen’s delight.

“Thank God for the New Zealand Police, “says Gwen.

Gwen first came to Chatsford to be near to her husband 
Jack, who was convalescing at Birchleigh Hospital. 

The couple had previously lived and farmed in Clydevale 
on land they had owned for more than 60 years.

“At first I didn’t want to come here,” she says.

“But now, 11 years later, I have found so many wonderful 
activities that I really enjoy.”

Gwen is an avid exerciser. She practices Tai Chi regularly, 
and attends aerobics and balance classes.

“I’m a firm believer that you have got to keep your body 
moving,” she says on the eve of her 90th birthday.

She intends to celebrate her 
birthday in the company of her 
four daughters and their families, 
including five grandchildren.

Right: Gwen Treacy 
and her daughter, 
Cheryl Barlow, 
outside the Forsyth 
Barr Stadium.
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Lesley

From the Stuart’s kitchen

After three years of living in their Salisbury Place home, 
Lesley and Graham Stuart are enjoying the leisure and 
relaxation that retirement offers.

The couple originally farmed a 400 acre property in Waipahe, 20 minutes 
north of Gore, where they raised mainly stock and later diversified into 
growing crops. They enjoyed family life on the farm with their three 
children until 2000 when they felt it was time to begin a quieter pace of 
life. They initially relocated to the semi-rural township of Rangiora but 
finally resolved that their true home was back in more familiar territory.

“As soon as we made the decision to return South we felt the real feeling 
of homecoming and the comfort that living closer to family and friends 
brings,” says Lesley.

Today both Graham and Lesley enjoy many of the Chatsford social 
activities including the ukulele group.

Lesley finds that she sticks with her tried and true recipes these days and 
these are a couple of her favorites:

Meals from

Cut out and keep

✁

PInEaPPlE MuffInS 
(an Allyson Gofton recipe)

The juicy chunks of pineapple in these 
muffins keep them lovely and moist.  
Makes 12 muffins.

½ cup chopped pineapple either fresh or 
from a can

1 cup of pineapple juice

1 egg

2 tablespoons of melted margarine

¼ cup of sugar

2 cups of flour

4 teaspoon of baking powder

Lightly oil a muffin tin

Preheat the oven to 200 degrees C

Method:

Put the first five ingredients in to a bowl 
and mix well.

Add the remaining ingredients and blend 
until just mixed.

Fill muffin tins up to 2/3.

Bake for 15 minutes.

DElICIouS CElEry anD aPPlE SalaD        

2 red or green apples
2 tablespoons of lemon juice
2 tablespoons of chopped parsley
2 pieces of diced celery
1 medium red onion

Dressing:
¼ cup of salad oil
¼ cup of orange juice
1 tablespoon of lemon juice
¼ teaspoon of sugar
A shake of salt and black pepper
Teaspoon of mustard

Method:
Core and dice the apples and toss with 
lemon juice.

Add celery, parsley, and onion, toss.

This salad is guaranteed to disappear 
quickly and is a wonderful complement with 
cold chicken. 
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Chatsford’s September Spring Flower Show attracted a stunning display of entries from 
resident’s much loved gardens. The increasingly popular event included raffles and a prize 
for the best decorated spring hat.

ChatsfordEvents at

Spring Flower Show

Above Left: Bob Watson presents his 
impeccable camellia bloom.

Above Right: Noelene Brash with her 
cherished pink camellia.

Left: Doreen McKay, first prize winner in 
the coveted tulip category.

Far left: Marilyn 
Annan proudly 
displays her 
beautiful first 
prize-winning 
daffodil.

Left: Ian and 
Shirley Tumage 
with their multi 
coloured daffodil 
chosen in second 
place.First

First

First

Second

Second
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Residents enjoyed a memorable jaunt on The 
Daffodil Dayze bus trip to Lawrence this year.  
They were rewarded with a beautiful show 
of the prolific daffodils and jonquils in full 
bloom.

Daffodil Dayze

Above: Alice Sainsbury 
and Margaret Crum 
enjoying the spring air 
as they stroll through 
Weatherstone.

Right: Henk Scholten takes 
a closer look at the forest 
glade.

Below: Margaret Peatie 
enjoys a peaceful ramble 
through the trees and 
lawns filled with the 
beauty of spring blooms.

Below: Ray Sizenore explores 
the ruins of the old brewery 
that once operated at 
Weatherstone.

Above: Des and Brenda Cordelle.

Below: Dennis and Irene Broadbent.

Above: Gavin and Jessie Shields.

Below: Roger Watson (left) wears his lucky 
“odds on what’s on” hat with Colin Hicks (right) 
complementing with his “bookie, slicky, hickey” 
hat.  Marion Guy places her bet cheered on by 
Frances Yoeman.

Left: The ruins 
of the original 
residence and 
brewery at 
Weatherstone  
capture the 
attention of 
Leslie Black. 

Out with the hats and the Champagne 
it’s the Melbourne Cup sweepstake 
time again.

Melbourne Cup Day
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Christmas

Summer

Carol

Jesus

Advent

Decorations

Nativity

Saint Nicholas 

Holly

Poinsettia

Wreath

Boxing Day

Mince Pies

Marzipan

Egg Nog

Cherry
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